Brightly Shining

by Ingvild H. Rishei

A Modern Classic



Norway - Gyldendal

The Norwegian edition of Brightly Shining hit the shelves in Norway on November
1st, 2021, and immediately entered the official list for bestselling hardcover
fiction. The book stayed in the top 15 for nine consecutive weeks — an amazing
featl

The paperback edition was published less than a year later, and was also
immediately a huge success sales wise, with multiple weeks on the Norwegian
paperback lists.
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What's more is that Brightly Shining was one of Norway's bestselling novels of 2024, securing an
impressive #24 spot on the Norwegian Publisher’'s Association’s annual bestseller list. As you may
remember, the book also saw an astonishing eight reprints in 2024 alone. The book was also the #1
bestselling fiction fitle written by a woman in all of 2024.

Given that the book was originally published in 2021, this achievement is truly extraordinary and a
testament to its enduring impact and popularity.

BOKHANDLER-
FORENINGEN

Den mest solgte norske romanen skrevet av en kvinne, var Stargate av Ingvild H. Rishei. Den

mest solgte norske barneboka var Felix har felelser av psykolog og forfatter Charlotte Mjelde.




Norway — Awards

Even before its publication, Brightly Shining was nominated for the prestigious literary award, The Brage
Prize, the same award Ingvild received for her short story collection Winter Stories back in 2014. Brighily
Shining was nominated along side three other titles, and here is an excerpt from the jury’s motivation:

"Every senfence and every exchange of lines has been worked through to the smallest detail, sfill keeping
the energy of the story. Every single character in the pre-Christmas drama are distinct, but not one-
dimensional, before us in a story which is both a personal drama and a kind of contemporary societal
diagnosis. This could have been Charles Dickens's London or H.C. Andersen’'s Copenhagen almost
200 years ago, but it is Oslo and Norway today.”
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Atthe end of December 2021, it was announced that Brightly Shining had been awarded the Norwegian
newspaper Klassekampen'’s literary award, Neshornprisen, with the motivation that it is ‘pure Christmas
magic’.

In August 2022, the Amalie Skram-award was given to Ingvild H. Rishai. The prize is awarded to a
Norwegian, female author, who writes in Amalie Skram's spirit. The jury said that “With Ingvild H. Rishai’s
fexts we get fo exercise our empathy muscle to our benefit. Rishai beautifully portrays how wonderful
life can be in those moments where we give something from ourselves to others, and why people need
other people.”




Norway — Film Adaptation

Shortly after the book’s release, it was announced that a film adaptation of Brightly Shining was
underway. The film is set to premiere in Norway in October of this year.

At the helm of the production is director Ida Sagmo Tvedte (Stjernestav, Sol, snart seks), who has also
written the manuscript alongside Ingvild H. Rishai. The roles of Melissa and Ronja will be brought to life
by actors Anna Drakopoulou Sverrirsdéttir (Dagsvakiin) and Luiza |drizi, marking her acting debut. The
film is produced by Motlys.




Norway - Theatre Adaptation

In November 2024 a stage play adaptation of Brightly Shining premiered at Trendelag Theatre in
Trondheim. It received outstanding praise from several important newspapers and magazines:

"Brightly Shining has a captivating lightness about it, like snowflakes swirling upwards, with

a lovely musicality and a distinct rhythm from the actors that draws us into the story. Beneath

this lightness, however, lies an underlying darkness. This theme is brought to life through

inventive scenic design and magical realism, or, rather, magical absurdism, as its driving

force. [...] Ida Grimsgaard’s stage design and Christmas free costumes are a spectacle

in themselves, beautifully complemented by Steffen Telstad’s atmospheric lighting and
integrated effects.”

— Dagsavisen (NO)

“The novel translates well to the stage. [...] Emma Caroline Deichmann and Madeleine

Brandtzaeg Nilsen, as the sisters Ronja and Melissa, carry the show. They portray hope and

despair, joy, dreams, grief, and hardship with power and conviction, transforming Brightly
Shining into a vibrant experience.”

~ Norsk Shakespeare Tidsskrift (NO)

"Rishai's novel thrives on stage. Maria Drangeid, who has both dramatized and directed

the story, has fransformed it info something theatrical and magical. [...] Drangeid has skillfully

captured the essence of Rishai's novel in Ronja’s lines; they are beautifully crafted, echoing
the book’s tone in an impactful way.”

— NRK (NO)
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Norway — Reviews

The reviews for Brightly Shining quickly started to pour in after its publication and an unanimous corps
of critics hailed the book as a must read. Here are a few highlights:

"[...] There is still a need for secular gospels adapted to our time and social conditions.
Brightly Shining deserves to be read by many, preferably annually, when the Christmas
season approaches.”

— NRK (NO)

“Ingvild H. Rishai performs an extraordinary balancing act with the novella Brightly Shining.
Through ten-year-old Ronja’s eyes, the author portrays a tragic upbringing - but with the
help of Ronja’s lively imagination she succeeds in turning the novel into a magical Christmas
story. [...] With Brightly Shining, she impresses again.”
— Dagbladet (NO)

"Rishei writes in an oral, natural style, that she has perfected in her short stories. Every

sentence is thoughtful. The novel is subtle, smart, hopeful and sad, with a healthy dose

of wisdom and an ending that opens up for the light. Even though it is about neglect, the

child’s hope and opfimism is at its core. Is this a novel that is solely for adultse No, it is a
book that suits everyone from the age of ten to 120.”

- VG (NO)

"Brightly Shining is everything a Christmas story should be. Stars and blizzards. Lucia and
gingerbread cookies. Humor, hope and joy. Real Christmas magic, in wonderful dazzling
language. Just remember the tissues when you read.”

~ Dagsavisen (NO)

“Brightly Shining is an incredibly strong sibling portrayal, which leaves a lasting impression
on the reader.”

- Klassekampen (NO)

"Brightly Shining is a timeless Christmas tale that lingers. It is a painful, but also hopeful,

cozy, and magical novel. It's about having faith in the good in us, and seeing those who

need someone, maybe especially now in time for Christmas. Those who don't have 20

guests to invite for Christmas, or who can't afford ribs. My new tradition will be to read this

as the nights become longer. Because even when it's at its darkest, the hope and the light
are never far away.”

~ DN Magasinet (NO)

"This is such a beautiful story, carried by Ingvild H. Rishgi’s distinctive language.”

- Tara (NO)




Norway — Reviews
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Sweden - Flo Férlag

The Swedish edition of Brightly Shining was published simultaneously on
November 30th 2021 by Flo Forlag. Just like in Norway, the book immediately
debuted on the Swedish bestseller lists, where it stayed on the official hardcover
list for seven consecutive weeks.

Not long after its publication, Brightly Shining entered Dagens Nyheter's critics'
list. The book stayed on the list for 8 consecutive weeks, with a top placement at
#1. Dagens Nyheter is one of Sweden'’s largest newspapers and to be featured
on their crifics’ list is a great achievement.

The paperback edition of Brightly Shining was published in November of 2023, and managed to
secure the top spot on the official list for bestselling paperback fiction.

The book also claimed the #1 spot on Akademibokhandeln’s list over bestselling paperback fiction for
several weeks.
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Sweden - the Dobloug Prize

In May of last year it was announced that Ingvild had been honored with the very prestigious Dobloug
Prize.

Awarded annually by The Swedish Academy, the Dobloug Prize recognizes two Swedish and two
Norwegian authors for their contributions to literature, where each recipient receives 200,000 Swedish

crowns. Ingvild accepted this very fine award during the opening ceremony of the Norwegian Literature
Festival in Lillehammer 2024.




Sweden — Reviews

The Swedish critics loved Brightly Shining, calling it “deeply moving”, “captivating” and “a modern

classic”. Check out the rave reviews below:

"A thin litlle novel of 148 pages with content as heavy as lead. The portrayal of two sisters’
aftempts to survive Christmas is masterful, inescapable and deeply moving.”

— Aftonbladet (SE)

"[The book] looks so thin and innocent, very beautiful. But it's a real sucker punch. | read
until it ended, there were no other options. Litle Norwegian Ronja tell us about her life,
which she has decided to get through. If only dad gets a job, if only dad keeps his job,
if only dad avoids getting stuck at the Stargate pub. Big sister Melissa’s hope is weaker,
but she doesn't give up. Who can afford to do thate A story from Oslo that few of us are
familiar with.”
— DN Kultur (SE)

“Ingvild H. Rishai doesn't lose control for even a second. Her reins are tight, the words are
exactly where they ought to be, the author keeps the story close to herself and feeds it with
what litlle is needed for it to grow in a pace that makes you receive it almost organically.
Rishai makes her vulnerable and tender Christmas story grow into the reader and take
place there with ease.”
— Dagens Nyheter (SE)

"Brightly Shining has, with its finetuned and striking meditation on the sparkling Christmas

dream — and for many icy reality — all the makings of a modermn classic in its genre. Rishgi

makes Ronja and Melissa timeless heroes in their search for a Christmas where the adult

world's ruthlessness, chaos and short-lived sparks of benevolence no longer set the limits.”
~ Expressen (SE)

"The many references, not only to the world of children’s books but also biblical stories,
could easily weigh down such a short story as Brightly Shining, but they never do. Ingvild
H. Rishai doesn't let anything stand in the way of the story about Ronja and Melissa, a story
she tells with the utmost gravity and warmth, and with a language that is so pared down
and life-adjacent in every single sentence. [...] Brightly Shining is not only one of the most
captivating reads this year, but also the most heartfelt Christmas novel I've come across.
Magical - and dark as night.”
- Svenska Dagbladet (SE)

“l'am not going to be ashamed to say that | cried like a child, or rather just like an adult
woman, when | read Ingvild Rishei's Brightly Shining, because it is in every true sense of the
word, fabulous.”

— Babel SVT (SE)



Sweden — Reviews
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Sweden - Press & Events

Asyou allknow, Invgild's popularity in Sweden grows with each year, and she has visited the Gothenburg
Book Fair multiple times as well as done several appreciated events and talks. Most recently, Ingvild
visited Stockholm affer being invited by Stockholm School of Economics and book retailer Adlibris
Pocket to take part in two author talks.

Adlibris Pocket was filled to the brim with people who came to listen to Ingvild, and it is even more
extraordinary considering that Adlibris Pocket usually has the premise that the author must have published
a novel fairly recently, but they made an exception for Ingvild this time. Ingvild's previous talks have been
sold out in minutes, and this one was no different.

{854
LA

The overall press coverage around Ingvild and Brightly Shining was immense in Sweden. Shortly after
the book’s release, Ingvild made an appearance at Malou efter tio, one of Sweden’s biggest interview
programs. There she spoke about Brightly Shining, her authorship and the recurring theme of writing
about vulnerable children.

She has also done interviews with major newspapers in Sweden such as Dagens Nyheter and

Aftonbladet.
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Denmark — Batzer & Co.

The Danish edition of Brightly Shining was published on December 10th, 2021,
around the same time as the Norwegian and Swedish editions, by Batzer & Co.
In 2024, Batzer & Co. did a reprint of the book with an afterword by renowned
Danish author Thomas Korsgaard.

Just as for the other two Scandinavian publications, Brightly Shining was featured in all the big Danish
newspapers with concurring critics. Here are a few excepfs:

"Rishai is as always class conscious and thorough in her portrayal of the lives of vulnerable
people in modern Norway. [...] The reader may think that the pattern is just weaved into
the bland colors of predictability, but nol Ingvild Rishai is not only a magician but also
a humorist. [...] small poetic points of reference, magical steppingstones or Hansel and
Gretel's pebbles, [are] scattered through the story.”
- Politiken (DK)

“Notice the small word ‘but’ Itis one of the almost invisible refinements that the Norwegian
author Ingvild H. Rishei uses in her novel Brightly Shining. [...] That ‘but” contains a whole
world. [...] An amazingly beautiful story. [...] And if it sounds sad then it is sad. But that
sorrow and the ‘buts’ are there, but it is also the complete opposite. love and ‘and’s’.
Because roses grow in valleys. And if there is anyone who can pick flowers from the bottom
shelf it is Ingvild H. Rishai. The author knows her reality. She knows that Stargate is the way
both to heaven and hell. It is precisely that socially clairvoyant realism that is Ingvild H.
Rishgi's brand. And not the least her ability to conjure the miracle from it. Look, it is a real

Christmas tale, one that can be told all year around.”
~ Kristeligt Dagblad (DK

"This small, easily read novel is completely lovable as well. [...] This is not a hallelujah
story, fortunately, and Ingvild H. Rishai's writing is beautiful and poetic, but with a luring

unsentimental brutality just beneath the surface.”
— Weekendavisen (DK)

"Brightly Shining is simply the most heartbreaking Christmas story. [...] Ingvild H. Rishei's
social realistic style is ingenious. With very few words, very few thin strokes and ultra-short
dialogues, she succeeds in portraying Ronja’s inner emotions, so that you can feel her
anxious anficipation, her nagging observations of the father’s fluctuating behavior and her

overloaded emotions down to her outermost nerve ending.”
~ Jyllands-Posten (DK




Denmark — Reviews
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Germany — DuMont

Brightly Shining was published in Germany on September 20th, 2022, in order to
cafch the Christmas slots with German booksellers. It was published as a beautiful
linen hardback, with an embossed fifle, giving the book an exira coveted feel.
DuMont positioned Brightly Shining as their literary Christmas gift-book.

In September of this year, DuMont will publish a mass-market paperback edition

of the book, with an adaptation of the UK cover. We are very glad to see that
Brightly Shining will get the chance to reach more readers in Germany!

,»Ein kleines Juwel“ THE NEW YORK TIMES




Germany — Reviews

Below you will find some lovely excerpts from German reviews:

"The childish yet brutal porirayal of Ronja’s father's behavior and the consequences it has
for the two daughters is heartbreaking. The worst thing is how brutally true it is. It is all too
easy to imagine alcoholic parents as choleric monsters. Too often they are portrayed as
such in various media. The truth often looks different. [...] A very well-written book.”
— Alliteratus (DE)

"It is a dreamlike, harrowing, truthful tale that alludes to The Litfle Match Girl. But there is

hope. Like a match. Fantastic.”
— Merkur (DE)

"A poetic, magical Christmas fale that has the potential of becoming a modern classic.”
~ Bicher Magazine (DE|

"Brightly Shining is a Christmas story without the glaze and glitter. It is more reminiscent
of the stories by Wolfdietrich Schnurre or Hans Fallada. But it is just this that makes it so
special. Because at the end of the day it is Ronja, the smallest and weakest, that gives the
reader back their hope and faith for a better life. A true Christmas story from real life.”
— Delmenhorst Kreisblatt (DE)
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Netherlands — Koppernik

The Dutch edition of Brightly Shining hit the shelves on October 27th, 2022. In
connection fo the launch, multiple bookstores in the Netherlands highlighted the
book with huge posters in their windows, and the book was recommended in a
feature in a Dutch evening tv-show.

o

To no one's surprise, the Dutch crifics also took the book to heart, and lauded it across the board:

"For those who want a seasonal read, Brightly Shining by Ingvild H. Rishai is a great
alternative. [...] A beautiful fairy tale.”
~ De Morgen (NL)

"[This] story is dark, but also tender and poetic. [...] You put it down with a lump in your

throat, yet wiser and a litfle bit broken”
- De Standaard (NL)

"Raw, yet tender. [...] It grabs a hold of you.”
~ Brommer op Zee (NL)

"Beautiful, heart-warming, but above all a poignant Christmas story for the non-believer.”
~ Jaap Robben (NL)

"With Brightly Shining, Norwegian Ingvild H. Rishei has written a touching Christmas tale
about the (dis)illusions of living with an alcoholic father. If you're still looking for a gift at the
end of the year to soften up the heart of relatives, you'll surely be successtul with Brightly
Shining. [...] The story is everything else than heavy and sentimental. [...] Rishai doesn't need
more than 150 pages to create memorable and deeply human characters that go straight
to your heart. Her book could have become another comprehensive family novel, but ifs
strength lies in its limitation. Ronja and Melissa’s story latches on to the reader’s mind. This
book deserves a book club that thoroughly discusses the book's style, symbolism, and
layers.”

~ 8Weekly (NIL)



Netherlands — Reviews
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Russia — AST

The Russian edition of Brightly Shining was published by AST on August 24th,

= -jﬂ ?A -'_. 2022. They did a beautiful, Christmas tale-like cover with Ronja on the front
ok, 'p) selling her bundles.

" Pamdectaealoan scrostes

In connection to the publication, Brightly Shining was praised in a review from TV
channel Moscow?24, as well as lauded by WillieWinkieBooks:

"[...] @ warm story with a lot of humor.”

Slovakia - Tatran

Brightly Shining was published in Slovakia on November 25th, 2022, by Tatran
NI LLLEV VB 1 d immediately received high praise from readers:

"This is really an unusually powerful Christmas tale for adults. The painful life for
10-year-old Ronja and her 16-year-old sister Melissa, who has to take care of
the household as their father falls off the wagon again and again. | was hoping
for a Christmas miracle for the girls at all times. In the end | got if, but very different
than | expected.”

- Goodreads (SK)

"Beautifully written. | read most of it with a lump in the throat and still recovering
from that. The author knows how you, in a beautiful way, describes a child’s thoughts and imagination. It
is unbelievable how much children loves their parents, despite all their mistakes, and how they are always
ready to forgive us.”

— @montessorikids.sk, Instagram ({SK)




Estonia — Tanapdev

Ténapdev published Brightly Shining in Estonia in November of 2023, and it is
fantastic to see that the book is still reaching new readers, and that the book sfill
continues to make waves there.

A few months ago, it received a new, glowing review from daily newspaper Lédne Elu, praising its
poetic and distinctive style:

"[If] charmed me with its poetic and mystical touch. [...] The author prefers simple sentences, yet with deep
meaning and wisdom which makes Rishgi's readily comprehensible work multi-faceted and thought-
provoking. She expresses herself softly, through a cloud of mist, as if she does not want to overburden
the reader or overwhelm them with too many twists and turns. The author’s directness and terseness of

expression [...] melted me in the end, snow left too long in spring.”
— ladane Elu (EE)

@ RAAMATUARVUSTUS
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France — Mercure

On October 13th, 2022, Mercure de France published the French edition of
Brightly Shining, a beautiful edition with a cover where we can see a glimpse of
a snowy Oslo and the Stargate-pub.

D*autres étoiles

Brightly Shining quickly became a favorite among booksellers. Valérie Ohanian
at the bookstore Librairie Masséna in Nice said “The narrative is carried from a
child’s perspective, full of hope and life, Brightly Shining is a modern Christmas
tale, reminiscent of Andersen’s The Little Match Girl."

Paperback publisher 10,/18 will publish o paperback edition of Brightly Shining in October of this year.
It's great to see this commitment despite that the original edition came out almost three years prior and
we are so glad that new readers will get the chance to discover this wonderful book.

INGVILD H. RISH@I

D’autres
- Qtoiles

UN CONTE DE NOEL

10
18




France — Reviews

Brightly Shining garnered some lovely reviews in both France and Belgium:

"A little miracle of literature.”
— les Echos (FR)

"The Norwegian short story author publishes a gripping debut novel, about two sisters who
live alone with their loving but alcoholic father. In Brightly Shining the sadness is poignant,
but the happiness even more so.”

— liberation (FR)

“In this first novel, the combination of not lapsing too much into sentimentality and the

possibility for a miracle gives a warm dose of tenderness and poetry. As well as optimism.”
— Arts Libre (BE)
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Spain — Galaxia Gutenberg

Brightly Shining was published in Spain by Galaxia Gutenberg on November
2nd, 2022. Galaxia Gutenberg did their own spin on the beautiful, flowery,
Swedish cover. In connection to the publication, Ingvild did an interview with

Ingvild H. Rishoi newspaper La lectura, where she spoke about her writing process and why she
La puerta de las estrellas  decided to write the novel.
do Laetw Katrine Tlletsen

N The Spanish edition of Brightly Shining is no exception when it comes to rave reviews:

“In this seemingly simple and direct story, where also the older sister Melissa plays an
) important role, the author portrays from Ronja’s perspective, a childhood and a family
/ doomed to be vulnerable, where children have to grow up faster than they should, cope
without their parents and even take care of them. A captivating and touching novel, sad
and full of kindness, that does good and hurts, but above all it has you in its grip from the
firstto the last page. And those who rarely cry when they read, will have a hard time not to.”

I:~ - Hola! (ES)

__ "Brightly Shining, which is not only the tille of the novel but also the pub where the father
!'F.- goes fo get drunk, tells the whole story from a child’s perspective, but with all the complexity
. and intensity of the problems, happiness' and disappointments that the adult world holds.”

- Menorca (ES)

"A beautiful contemporary twist on the Christmas tale. [...] The most important aspect of this
. novel is the voice. [...] Don't expect a disheartening book, but rather a brilliant one, even if
NS it does make you cry.”
' ~ la Vanguardia (ES)

"[Brightly Shining] capfivated me from the first page. It tells the story of Norwegian girl
Ronja, whose family is extremely dysfunctional and very economically vulnerable. It's a
very fragic book, but if's also filled with kindness. It takes place during Christmas and is sort
of a version of The Little Match Girl."
— Clara (ES)
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ltaly - Iperborea

Brightly Shining hit the shelves in early October of 2024. Publisher Iperborea
craffed an impressive marketing campaign centered around social media.
Additionally, they distributed the book to journalists and fellow authors, and
organized two reading groups with booksellers to build buzz.

In addition to this, in late November 2024, Ingvild participated in a Silent
Book Club event organized by the publisher. The event began with invited
book ambassadors reading Brightly Shining together in silence, followed by

il an engaging Q&A session where affendees had the opportunity to ask Ingvild

lu RISHOI

various questions about the book. The event was a tremendous success, offering
LA PORTA ltalian readers a wonderful chance to connect with Ingvild and discuss the book.
DELLE STELLE
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The ltalian critics are loving Brightly Shining! Here are a few excerpis:

“Touching and emotional, rediscovering true Christmas spirit.”
- Vogue (IT)

"A perfect fairytale to tune info cheerfulness.”
—~ Vanity Fair (IT)

"[...] a delightful Christmas story that speaks to all ages.”
— Amica (IT)
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ltaly — Interviews

Ingvild also participated in several interviews, including one with ltalian newspaper Il Manifesto. In the
feature, she discussed her writing process, the influence of fairy tales on her work, and her reflections on
hope and dreams.

Ingvild also sat down for an in-depth interview with renowned writer and journalist Angelo Ferracuti
for Corriere della Sera, one of ltaly’s largest newspapers. The interview took place in Ingvild's home
in Oslo, where she discussed her writing process, the inspiration behind Brightly Shining and her own
experience working as a Christmas free salesperson.

In addition to this, Ingvild was interviewed by Rete Due, a Swiss cultural radio channel in the ltalian-
speaking region of Switzerland. Her interview was part of a special literary Christmas episode, which
aired in December 2024. During the interview, she shared the inspiration behind Brightly Shining, her
decision to craft a Christmas story that isn't solely bright, and her favorite aspects of the holiday season.
To cap it off, Ingvild treated listeners to a reading of a passage from the book in Norwegian.
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Slovakia — Mladinska knjiga

® The Slovenian edition of Brightly Shining was published on November 2nd, 2024,
by Mladinska knjiga. The book immediately received a wonderful review from
newspaper Ljubljanske novice, who had this to say about the book:

“[...] Brightly Shining is Christmas story of our time, which encourages reflection on
poverty, hope and dream.”

Publisher Mladinska knjiga also held a press release for the book, which was
covered by national TV.

Macedonia — Antalog Books

Brightly Shining hit the shelves in Macedonia in December 2024 and they did a
beautiful, Chrisimassy cover.
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Hungary - Polar Kényvek

Stargate

- eankciawn artnay - The Hungarian edition of Brightly Shining hit the shelves in November of 2024, and
it was quickly lauded in an outstanding review from Hungarian daily newspaper
Szeged.

“Rishai skillfully brings her characters to life with a few strokes of her pen, and
depicts the environment with just as much grace, like realism and the wondrous,
childlike fantasy world in a perfect juxtaposition. This short piece differs from the usual
Christmas themed works. It is worth paying attention to.”

lceland — Benedikt

=

lcelandic readers first got the chance to read Brightly Shining on November 20th,
2024. Publisher Benedikt did a lovely purple cover, sure o catch the eyes of many
readers.
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Romania — Casa Cartii De Stiinta

Casa Cartii De Stiinta published Brightly Shining in November 2024, and it was
instantly praised on Romanian radio channel Radio Romania Cluj in a lovely
feature. Here is what they had to say:

| "Brightly Shining is without a doubt one of the saddest Christmas sfories, but it is
* also filled with glimpses of hope. [...] Brightly Shining is, and remains, a novel that
leaves a lasting impression on every reader.”

In early March of this year, Ingvild took part in DiktLek, an event hosted by the Scandinavian Institute
at Babes-Bolyai University in Romania. During the event, Ingvild was interviewed about her authorship,
writing process and poetry, providing a fantastic opportunity for Ingvild to connect with her Romanian

-

readers!
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UK — Grove Press UK

The UK edition of Brightly Shining was published on November 7th, 2024, by
Grove Press UK. The team at Grove Press left no stone unturned in their marketing
campaign. They produced a special edition featuring luxurious finishes, signed fip-
in sheets (Ingvild signed over 2,500 tip-ins!), and beautifully painted endpapers.
These exclusive editions were available only at independent bookstores, who
also offered complimentary gift wrap featuring the endpaper design for their
customers during the holiday season.

: :.‘él

Brightly Shining

Grove Press UK also invested in paid promotions across Facebook and Instagram,
submitting the book to NetGalley, as well as pitching it to relevant newsletters
and promotional outlets.

Furthermore, Brightly Shining was featured prominently in Christmas gifting campaigns, through both paid
and organic social media ads, as well as targeted Amazon advertising.

Ahead of publication, world renowned singer Dua Lipa featured the book in a post on her Instagram,
saying “I have a feeling I'm going to race through this one”. Shortly affer the book was out, she
praised Brightly Shining on her website Service@5 in a round-up of the best books to gift your loved
ones. Here is what she had to say:

“This small but mighty Norwegian Christmas story is like @ modern refelling of Hans Christian Andersen’s
The Litlle Match Girl (spoiler: expect tears). The perfect stocking filler.”

The feature was also shared on Service?5's Instagram, and Dua Lipa amplified it further by posting it on
her Instagram story, reaching an audience of over 87 million followers.
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UK — Reviews

Brightly Shining received outstanding reviews from various important newspapers in the UK. Here are
a few excerpts:

"The sense of place is so strong | could almost smell the pine needles. A beautiful novel

about family, community and kindness. Wonderful.”
— Daily Mail (UK)

"With Christmas only just gone, | hope it's not too late to recommend Ingvild Rishzi's
bittersweet seasonal novella. [...] Here's a child's-eye story about adult griefs and troubles
which uses dramatic irony fo consistent effect. [...] Rishai's poignant novella [is] told in
iagged fragments and easily read in a sitting.”
~ The Spectator (UK

“If you liked A Man Called Ove, or Claire Keegan's writing, Rishai's charming litlle novel,
Brightly Shining — newly translated into English — is for you: one of those deceptively simple
books that contains deep wells of emotion and meaning. [...] With fans like Douglas Stuart
(who calls it ‘magic’ and ‘charming’) and Claire Messed (‘the power of a classic’), and
a film adaptation in the works, Rishai is set to be as beloved here as she in her native
Norway.”
— Pandora Sykes, Country & Town House (UK)

"[...] Ingvild Rishai's Brightly Shining is a powerful and heartwarming tale which became o
modern classic in its native language. It's clear why. [This is] one that will linger in your mind
for a long while after you've finished.”

- Buzz (UK)

"A beautifully written story about young sisters Ronja and Melissa, whose alcoholic father
is unemployed. Set at Christmas, it's o heart-breaking portrait of a family in crisis. [...]
Wonderfully festive.”
~ Daily Mail, recommendation round-up (UK)

"like all good Christmas stories, it stresses the importance of kindness and charity, and
Ronja’s ever-hopeful voice is tenderly rendered from Norwegian by Caroline Waight.”
— Financial Times (UK)




UK — Reviews
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US — Grove Press

The US edition of Brightly Shining was launched in the US on November 19th,
2024, by Grove Press. Just as the UK publisher they did an extensive marketing
campaign ahead of publication which included targeted outreach to booksellers,
advertising, exciting giveaways and much more.

Additionally, they rolled out a major digital campaign featuring banner ads on
Goodreads, ads in newsletters, and placements on Literary Hub.

Ahead of publication, the book was also highlighted in a Shelf Awareness ad,

with prime placement in their top skyscraper banner. Brightly Shining also earned

a starred review from Shelf Awareness and with their reach of approximately
400,000 readers, this glowing endorsement was a fantastic opportunity to showcase the novel.
Additionally, the review was prominently featured at the top of their newsletter, ensuring it caught the
attention of every subscriber.
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US - Praised by Oprah

Shortly after its publication, Brightly Shining was chosen as one of Oprah’s Best Books of 2024 in the

highly coveted Oprah'’s Favorite Things. Here is what they had to say:

"This tender novel does exactly what it promises: shines brightly despite the darkness.”

The book club has nearly 2 million members, so it was fantastic to see this kind of aftention for the novel.
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US — Grove Press

Brightly Shining quickly entered the American Booksellers Association Indie Bestseller List at an impressive
#28 within its very first week of publication. It stayed on the list for five consecutive weeks - very impressive!
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In April it was announced that Brightly Shining had been shortlisted for the 2024 Big Other Book Award,
contending for best translated book. The prize is awarded by online arts and culture magazine Big Other
fo recognize excellence in literature, and to support the work of innovative writers and adventurous presses.




US — Reviews

The reviews for Brightly Shining have poured in and they have been nothing short of outstanding, with
important newspapers such as The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal and Washington Post
giving total raves. Here is a glimpse into their praise:

"As the story unfolds, your heart aches for the girls — but also for all of us in this world we've
built, where money too often means more than kindness. [...] An emotionally packed little
gem.”

— The New York Times (US)

"The narrative, franslated from the Norwegian by Caroline Waight, plays out as a series of
moments and impressions, some polished over time, others as jagged as broken ornaments.
[...] By the end, burned hope hangs over these pages like the scent of smoke after a candle’s

been blown out.”
— Washington Post (US)

"December is similarly blanketed with snow in the Oslo of Ingvild Rishai's Brightly Shining,
a winning holiday tale with just the right proportions of hardship and hope.”
— The Wall Street Journal (US)

"Rishgi offers a charming, Christmas-themed novella about sisterhood and financial hardship

in contemporary Oslo. [...] Rishai's choice to tell the story from the 10-year-old's point of

view proves fruitful, as Ronja conveys genuine hope amid the family’s dire circumstances
along with hins of wisdom beyond her years. This has the feel of a classic holiday tale.”

— Publishers Weekly (US)

"The truism that good things come in small packages is affirmed by Ingvild Rishai’s Brightly
Shining, an unexpected emotional force disguised by its small stature. [...] Like a poet, Rishai
makes excellent use of repetition and distills her story info measured segments, equally
denying the maudlin and the saccharine. Yet Ronja’s voice is memorable and finely tuned
to its surroundings, and readers will ache for her as others step in~for better and for worse—
where her father is absent. Despite the darker side to Ronja’s story, Brightly Shining radiates
hope and goodness, a perfect companion for the holiday season.”
— Shelf Awareness, Starred Review (US)

"This moving fale, with not a single wasted word, asks how we keep going when hope
faded and life’s burdens become too much to bear, leaning on the power of imagination
and connection to find a way forward.”

— Booklist (US)

"A heart-wrenching tale of children trying their utmost to take care of each other.”
— Kirkus Reviews (US)




US — Reviews
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US - Blurbs

The US edition of Brightly Shining received outstanding blurbs from multiple renowned authors:

“There is real magic in this charming novel about care, community, and the kindness of
strangers. It is a deeply affecting story, beautifully told, that is sure to touch the hearts of
many readers.”

— Douglas Stuart, Booker Prize-winning author of Shuggie Bain and Young Mungo

"Deceptively simple, deceptively innocent, told from the perspective of a bright-eyed, too-
wise child, Brightly Shining has the power of a classic. You will read it in a single sitting, then
carry it in your heart.”

— Claire Messud, author of This Strange Eventful History

"Brightly Shining feels fresh as spruce needles and ancient as bedrock. The clear and
hopeful voice of Ronja slips easily into your heart and takes up residence like a breathless
memory, like a song of unbearable beauty. | want to read more Ingvild Rishai, and the
sooner the better.”
~ leif Enger, author of | Cheerfully Refuse

“Ingvild H. Rishai’s Brightly Shining is a dazzling contemporary fable of hardship and grif
about two sisters who refuse to lose hope. Curl up with it for instant hygge and a warming
of the heart.”
~ lily King, author of Writers & Lovers







